
 

 

 

 

Press release 

4 October 2021 

 

SIGEIF, ENGIE and the town of Marcoussis inaugurate 

the largest solar farm in Île-de-France, 

in the presence of Barbara Pompili, Minister for the Ecological Transition 

 

 

The largest photovoltaic farm in Île-de-France was inaugurated on 4 October 2021 by 

Catherine MacGregor, Chief Executive Officer of ENGIE, Jean-Jacques Guillet, chairman of 

SIGEIF, and Olivier Thomas, mayor of Marcoussis and departmental councillor. With a 

power of 20.3 MWp over an area of 23 hectares, its production is equivalent to the annual 

electricity consumption of a town of 10,000 people. 

 

This emblematic project, winner of the call for tenders launched by the Ministry for the Ecological 

Transition, was jointly built by SIGEIF, the town of Marcoussis (in the southern suburbs of Paris) 

and ENGIE to satisfy the energy transition challenges associated with the local generation of 

renewable electricity. This contributes to less energy dependence in the Île-de-France region and 

greening of the electrical grids.  

 

The facility is located on land covered with backfill from construction work on the LGV Atlantique 

high-speed rail line. This photovoltaic facility gives a second life to this site, where biodiversity has 

been preserved with the creation of refuges, installation of wildlife-friendly fencing, increased 

wooded areas, etc. 

The local population has been fully involved in the development of this solar farm. The citizen 

crowdfunding campaign was a great success, raising nearly €1.4m in less than six weeks from the 

people of Marcoussis, Essonne and neighbouring departments.  

 

 

KEY FIGURES:  

✓ 20.3 MWp total capacity  

✓ 58,296 photovoltaic panels over an area of 23 hectares 

✓ 21,000 MWh annual production, equivalent to the annual electricity consumption of a town 

of 10,000 people 

✓ 22,000 tonnes of CO2 emissions avoided annually 

✓ €18.8m investment co-financed through a special purpose vehicle (20% SIGEIF, 60% 

ENGIE and 20% citizen crowdfunding) 

 



 

 

 

 

ENGIE CEO Catherine MacGregor said: “ENGIE, the leading developer of renewable energy in 

France with 75% renewables in its energy mix, is the leader in solar power in France, with the 

1.3 GW that we are building and operating today. The inauguration of the Marcoussis solar farm is 

a great success which embodies our vision of a regional project, built in close collaboration with 

local partners and elected officials, whom I would like to thank for their trust. The use of 

crowdfunding has fostered community involvement in this project and allowed local residents to 

become players in the energy transition.” 

In France, ENGIE has a presence in all renewable technologies, with an installed capacity of 

7.9 GW (of which 1.3 GW is solar, 2.7 GW wind and 3.9 GW hydropower) and thus promotes a 

balanced energy mix through complementary sectors that make the most of local resources: 

photovoltaic solar, onshore wind, hydropower and biogas.  

Jean-Jacques Guillet, chairman of SIGEIF, added: “With the Marcoussis photovoltaic solar farm, 

SIGEIF further establishes its position as a key player in renewable energies in Île-de-France, 

demonstrating the relevance and effectiveness of energy unions in supporting energy transition 

projects.” 

Olivier Thomas, mayor of Marcoussis, is delighted: “This state-of-the-art photovoltaic farm won 

us over because of its sustainable nature, making it possible to produce renewable and local energy 

for consumption close to the site. We are also delighted that residents of the region could be 

involved, through the record crowdfunding campaign. We are particularly proud to work alongside 

these players for this emblematic and thus exceptional project.” 

 

About ENGIE 

Our group is a global reference in low-carbon energy and services. Together with our 170,000 employees, our 

customers, partners and stakeholders, we are committed to accelerate the transition towards a carbon-neutral 

world, through reduced energy consumption and more environmentally friendly solutions. Inspired by our purpose 

(“raison d’être”), we reconcile economic performance with a positive impact on people and the planet, building on 

our key businesses (gas, renewable energy, services) to offer competitive solutions to our customers.  

Turnover in 2020: 55.8 billion Euros. The Group is listed on the Paris and Brussels stock exchanges (ENGI) and is 

represented in the main financial indices (CAC 40, Euronext 100, FTSE Eurotop 100, MSCI Europe) and non-

financial indices (DJSI World, DJSI Europe, Euronext Vigeo Eiris - Eurozone 120/ Europe 120/ France 20, MSCI 

EMU ESG, MSCI Europe ESG, Stoxx Europe 600 ESG, and Stoxx Global 1800 ESG). 
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Investor relations contact: 

Tel. +33 (0)1 44 22 66 29 

ir@engie.com  
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About SIGEIF  
 
The Intercommunal Syndicate for Gas and Electricity in Île-de-France (SIGEIF) is the largest energy union in 

France. Bringing together 189 local authorities (representing 5.6 million residents) it fulfils the public service 

mission of organising and controlling energy distribution. A pioneer in sustainable mobility (bio-CNG and electric) 

it is also committed to the production of biogas (anaerobic digestion) and green electricity (photovoltaic). It also 

coordinates a gas purchasing and energy efficiency services consortium on behalf of its nearly 500 members. 

Press contact:  

Christine Marco /CMG Partenaires Conseil +33 (0)6 88 86 83 49 
 christine.marco@cmgpc.fr 
 
 
 
 
About Marcoussis: 

Located 30 kilometres to the south of Paris, the town of Marcoussis is renowned for its capacity for innovation in 

overcoming social, cultural, environmental and economic challenges. 

In a preserved living environment, Marcoussis acts daily to offer its inhabitants environmentally friendly and local 

public services and takes action to develop an economy serving residents and active mobility. To find out more, 

visit: https://www.marcoussis.fr/ 

Press contact: Marie Colson – +33 (0)6 25 62 35 33 – relationspresse@marcoussis.fr 

 

 

mailto:christine.marco@cmgpc.fr
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.marcoussis.fr/__;!!La4veWw!gEgqX0CFqm2qSMhT8GhxpK_JcHzTEsdDVyiPCnI6D6TpNUBtS1C0Ou-UVN6RyDoUazDS$
mailto:relationspresse@marcoussis.fr

