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Euronext strengthens its support for European strategic 
autonomy with New ESG focused initiatives: Energy, 
Security and Geostrategy 

• New series of thematic indices covering European companies that contribute to 
Europe’s strategic autonomy 

• Euronext updates methodologies of existing blue-chip ESG indices 
• Tailored solutions to enhance equity financing of European aerospace and defence 

companies 
• New solutions to facilitate the issuance of European defence bonds 
• Euronext to facilitate employees’ engagement in local military reserves 

 

Amsterdam, Brussels, Dublin, Lisbon, Milan, Oslo and Paris – 6 May 2025 – Euronext today announced the launch 
of a full set of initiatives related to Energy, Security and Geostrategy, the “New ESG”, to strengthen European 
strategic autonomy. This set of initiatives led by Euronext will increase the visibility of European companies 
operating in strategic sectors and give them unprecedented tools to meet their financing needs through easier 
access to capital. These New ESG solutions are also designed to address the growing demand from asset managers, 
institutional and retail investors to get better exposure to high-growth segments through thematic indices. 

Stéphane Boujnah, CEO and Chairman of the Managing Board of Euronext, said: "Since 2022, and even more in 
recent months, we have witnessed the emergence of a new geopolitical order centred around three key notions, 
forming a New ESG: Energy, Security, Geostrategy. Amid global tensions, Europe must defend its own values, interests 
and way of life. To guarantee our capacity for innovation, our energy supply and our defence capabilities, we all need 
to take action now. Investors are becoming more eager to increase their exposure to the growing opportunities related 
to the ongoing investments in aerospace, defence, energy and strategic infrastructure in Europe. Euronext today 
announced a comprehensive set of measures that will give European companies that contribute to the European 
continent’s strategic autonomy increased visibility and enhanced access to capital markets. As a company deeply 
committed to European growth and resilience, Euronext will also introduce programmes to facilitate its own 
employees’ engagement in military reserve forces in the countries where Euronext operates. Euronext teams are 
committed to build a stronger, more innovative and more autonomous Europe.” 

1. New series of thematic indices covering European companies that contribute to Europe’s strategic 
autonomy 

As a leading index provider, Euronext is ideally positioned to facilitate capital deployment into European companies 
that reinforce Europe’s strategic autonomy, through the creation of a new series of flagship thematic indices 
designed to capture companies most critical to Europe’s long-term self-sufficiency.  

These new indices will meet institutional and retail investors’ needs to build targeted exposure to sectors essential 
to Europe’s autonomy and to the companies best positioned to grow in an evolving geopolitical landscape.  

In particular, Euronext is launching indices on the following  key themes: 

• Energy: the Euronext European Energy Security Index tracks companies that play an essential role to 
ensure Europe's energy stability across key sectors including conventional energy, nuclear power, 
renewable power and critical energy infrastructure; 

• Security: the Euronext European Aerospace & Defence Index captures the innovators and leaders across 
aerospace, defence technologies and advanced manufacturing, offering a comprehensive investment 
vehicle to support the industry's most influential forces; 
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• Geostrategy: the Euronext European Strategic Autonomy Index provides targeted exposure to 
companies that drive strategic independence across defence, energy, technology and other critical 
sectors, aligning with Europe's push for greater resilience and sovereignty in essential industries. 

Leveraging industry support, these new flagship indices and their closely related derivations are designed and 
already used as reference indices for investment products in partnership with banks and investment management 
companies, and will help channel capital to support the companies most critical to Europe’s strategic autonomy. 

2. Euronext updates methodologies of existing blue-chip ESG indices 

Euronext is dedicated to sustainability, especially to the reduction of carbon footprint and to the preservation of 
biodiversity. Euronext has established itself as a leading ESG index provider to fulfil the demand of the asset 
management industry, offering a comprehensive range of indices that incorporate sustainability considerations. As 
part of Euronext’s long-standing commitment to transparency and regulatory alignment, these indices are regularly 
revisited to reflect evolving market standards. 

Before June 2025, ESG methodologies will be revisited for the CAC 40 ESG® and MIB ESG® indices. These new 
methodologies will be implemented on the occasion of the quarterly review of both indices in June 2025.  

Going forward, eligibility screening steps in the CAC 40 ESG® and MIB ESG® will be amended to be aligned with the 
criteria set out in ESMA’s new guidelines on ESG fund naming conventions. These include the defence industry, for 
which exclusions are strictly limited to armament activities prohibited by international treaties signed and ratified 
in the relevant countries.  

In line with ESMA’s guidelines, Euronext will encourage ESG rating agencies to restrict the concept of controversial 
weapons only to armament activities prohibited by relevant international treaties. 

3. Tailored solutions to enhance equity financing of European aerospace and defence companies  

European aerospace and defence companies have expressed the urgent need to invest heavily in their innovation 
and production capacities to guarantee Europe’s strategic autonomy for the next decade. Euronext is uniquely 
positioned to support this significant growth in their financing needs. Leveraging its European footprint and a 
number of existing programmes, Euronext will offer tailored financing solutions to connect European aerospace 
and defence companies to skills, network and capital to support them throughout their financing journey.  

Read more by clicking here. 

By the end of 2025, Euronext will launch a European Aerospace and Defence Growth Hub dedicated to the supply 
chain of aerospace and defence companies across Europe. The European Aerospace and Defence Growth Hub will 
be powered by ELITE, Euronext’s ecosystem of private European companies. Since 2018, ELITE has worked with 
Leonardo (a global industrial group that builds technological capabilities in the aerospace, defence and security 
sector) and its supply chain to foster suppliers’ growth, enable the ramp-up of production, improve business 
management and provide access to a wide range of financial resources. As part of the European Aerospace and 
Defence Growth Hub, entrepreneurs and executives will explore financing options, develop managerial capabilities 
to scale, and benefit from peer-to-peer sharing and matching. 

Euronext will organise European funding days dedicated to the aerospace and defence sector on 7 and 8 July 
2025. Designed to help entrepreneurs enhance their knowledge of capital markets and accelerate the connection 
of growing businesses to investors and advisors from the financial ecosystem, these funding days will allow 
entrepreneurs to evaluate the financing options available to them across Europe, from debt to equity, and from 
private to public capital. 

Euronext will launch IPOready Defence in the third quarter of 2025, leveraging Europe’s largest pre-IPO programme, 
IPOready, to support aerospace and defence entrepreneurs in understanding financing options and the roadmap to 
an IPO through a comprehensive training programme. The programme will be supported by the European Union and 
the European Investment Bank through the InvestEU Advisory Hub framework. Additional partners, such as defence 
industry associations and public financial institutions, have confirmed their willingness to contribute to IPOready 
Defence to support the selection process and deliver tailored content specific to the industry. 

https://www.euronext.com/en/raise-capital/aerospace-defence
https://www.elite-network.com/about-us/about-us
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4. New solutions to facilitate the issuance of European defence bonds 

As the worldwide leader for bond listing, and considering the urgent and crucial nature of debt issuance to finance 
European defence projects, Euronext is committed to facilitate the forthcoming deployment of European defence 
bonds.  

Therefore, Euronext has introduced, as of today, a European Defence Bond Segment which gives access to a fast-
track admission process on Euronext markets and which provides greater visibility to retail investors. Through this 
segment, all investors can easily access European defence bonds listed on Euronext. 

Furthermore, Euronext fixed income secondary markets are fully equipped to facilitate institutional and retail 
investors’ access to market makers who already provide liquidity on a variety of bonds, including government bonds 
and corporate bonds, as well as EU bonds issued to finance projects designed to secure Europe’s strategic 
autonomy. 

5. Euronext to facilitate employees’ engagement in local military reserves  

As European sovereignty and independence relies on the ability of European citizens to take part in their country’s 
own defence ecosystem, Euronext creates a support framework for its employees who are already engaged in a 
reservist commitment, or who wish to take up this opportunity. 

As of today, Euronext will guarantee the continuation of salary and social benefits for preliminary training periods 
of up to 15 days for all new reservists, and up to 10 days per year for all Euronext employees who are already engaged 
in a reservist commitment across all the group’s European locations. In countries where a more beneficial local 
reservist support system exists, the existing framework will prevail. 

These measures will be accompanied by information exchange networking events and skill-sharing sessions in 
order to foster support, mentorship and acknowledgment. Euronext’s commitment will be established across its 
locations in line with the relevant local frameworks. 

 

https://live.euronext.com/en/products/fixed-income/defence-bonds
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CONTACTS   

ANALYSTS & INVESTORS – ir@euronext.com 

Investor Relations Aurélie Cohen    

 Judith Stein +33 6 15 23 91 97    

MEDIA – mediateam@euronext.com  

Europe Aurélie Cohen  +33 1 70 48 24 45    

 Andrea Monzani  +39 02 72 42 62 13  

Belgium Marianne Aalders  +32 26 20 15 01    

France, Corporate Flavio Bornancin-Tomasella +33 1 70 48 24 45    

Ireland Andrea Monzani  +39 02 72 42 62 13    

Italy  Ester Russom  +39 02 72 42 67 56    

The Netherlands Marianne Aalders  +31 20 721 41 33    

Norway  Cathrine Lorvik Segerlund +47 41 69 59 10    

Portugal  Sandra Machado +351 91 777 68 97   

Corporate Solutions Andrea Monzani  +39 02 72 42 62 13      

 

 

About Euronext   

Euronext is the leading European capital market infrastructure, covering the entire capital markets value chain, from listing, trading, 
clearing, settlement and custody, to solutions for issuers and investors. Euronext runs MTS, one of Europe’s leading electronic fixed 
income trading markets, and Nord Pool, the European power market. Euronext also provides clearing and settlement services through 
Euronext Clearing and its Euronext Securities CSDs in Denmark, Italy, Norway and Portugal. 

As of March 2025, Euronext’s regulated exchanges in Belgium, France, Ireland, Italy, the Netherlands, Norway and Portugal host nearly 
1,800 listed issuers with €6.3 trillion in market capitalisation, a strong blue-chip franchise and the largest global centre for debt and fund 
listings. With a diverse domestic and international client base, Euronext handles 25% of European lit equity trading. Its products include 
equities, FX, ETFs, bonds, derivatives, commodities and indices. 

For the latest news, go to euronext.com or follow us on X and LinkedIn. 

 

Disclaimer 

This press release is for information purposes only: it is not a recommendation to engage in investment activities and is provided “as  is”, without 
representation or warranty of any kind. While all reasonable care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of the content, Euronext does not guarantee its 
accuracy or completeness. Euronext will not be held liable for any loss or damages of any nature ensuing from using, trusting or acting on information 
provided. No information set out or referred to in this publication may be regarded as creating any right or obligation. The creation of rights and obligations 
in respect of financial products that are traded on the exchanges operated by Euronext’s subsidiaries shall depend solely on the applicable rules of the market 
operator. All proprietary rights and interest in or connected with this publication shall vest in Euronext. This press release speaks only as of this date. 
Euronext refers to Euronext N.V. and its affiliates. Information regarding trademarks and intellectual property rights of Euronext is available at 
www.euronext.com/terms-use.  

© 2025, Euronext N.V. - All rights reserved.  

The Euronext Group processes your personal data in order to provide you with information about Euronext (the "Purpose"). With regard to the processing of 
this personal data, Euronext will comply with its obligations under Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and Council of 27 April 2016 (General 
Data Protection Regulation, “GDPR”), and any applicable national laws, rules and regulations implementing the GDPR, as provided in its privacy statement 
available at: www.euronext.com/privacy-policy. In accordance with the applicable legislation you have rights with regard to the processing of your personal 
data: for more information on your rights, please refer to: www.euronext.com/data_subjects_rights_request_information. To make a request regarding the 
processing of your data or to unsubscribe from this press release service, please use our data subject request form at connect2.euronext.com/form/data-
subjects-rights-request or email our Data Protection Officer at dpo@euronext.com.  
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